
AP Spanish Language Summer Assignment 2020-221 
 
You have chosen to take Spanish 4AP Language and Culture next year. Spanish 4AP is a course                 
designed to prepare you to take the AP exam in May of 2021. It is similar to a college course and                     
covers the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in Spanish. You will be expected to do                 
all of these things in class. You will be required to participate in class, and you will be                  
required to use Spanish when participating in class. The presumption is that you will take the                
AP exam, and all coursework and activities are the same for students who choose not to take the                  
exam for some reason. The rationale for that is that every student will improve his/her skills with                 
the language which is, after all, the objective of studying a language. These skills can be utilized on                  
other tests like college placement tests and CLEP tests. Please understand the commitment             
that you are making! 
 
The AP Exam for Spanish Language and Culture 
Here is how one teacher describes the exam: “...a 3-4 hour skill-based exam testing your abilities and 
proficiency in Spanish. It is not a knowledge-based exam like most other AP exams. You are “on 
stage” in Spanish for over 3 hours integrating all four of your skills in listening, speaking, reading and 
writing.” The exam requires critical, integrated expression in Spanish which will require you to focus 
for 3+ hours. In this time you will read and answer multiple choice questions, listen and answer 
multiple choice questions, write an e-mail and an essay, and listen and record a simulated 
conversation and an improvised two minute formal oral presentation. You must show analysis, 
synthesis and evaluation of the selections. You will receive a score of 1-5. Colleges around the 
country award credit for scores of 3, 4, and 5. The amount of credit awarded depends on the college. 
I believe you will be prepared by next May to do well and my goal is for all of you to receive a 3 or 
better on the exam. It will require self-discipline and dedication on your part!  
 
 
Tips for Success on the AP Spanish Exam  

● Know what you are up against by familiarizing yourself with the AP Spanish Language 
Exam format.  Become familiar with everything that is published on the AP website 
about this exam. Look at the tips that the College Board suggests to you:  

○ http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/pre
p_lang.html  

○ http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/spanish_lang/exam.ht
ml?spanlang  

 

● Change your social media and cell phone settings to Spanish 
● Pre-set various Spanish speaking stations to your radio  
● Watch news, sports, television, and movies in Spanish (don’t try to understand every 

word--you will get better) 
● Look up some awesome new artists online and memorize all of their songs 



● Listen to Spanish podcasts (try notesinspanish.com and/or newsinslowspanish.com) 
● Subscribe to Spanish channels on youtube 
● Check out Vogue and People magazine in Spanish 
● Notice Spanish on packaging and signs in the stores you frequent 
● Notice the Spanish that is already all around you 
● Visit and read online Spanish language newspapers such as bbcmundo.com, elpais.com, 

20minutos.es or clarin.com and read about things that interest you. 
● Seek out “live” experiences with Spanish in your community 
● Speak to family, friends, and co-workers who speak Spanish 

 
¿¡Por qué tengo que trabajar durante el verano!? !No es justo! You are being asked to do                 
Summer Work to familiarize you with the expectations and format of the AP Spanish exam               
while maintaining (and perhaps increasing) your Spanish over the summer. The work you will              
be doing will keep your listening, speaking, reading and writing skills active and encourage you               
to develop good habits for improving these skills in Spanish. This work will also help you                
discover and put into use technology as a resource for connecting to real-life Spanish. Please               
don’t be overwhelmed! (!No te agobies!) If you spread the work out, you will find it is quite                  
manageable and hopefully even fun. This work is not something that you can cram into a                
few days prior to returning to school. 

General Directions Please do all activities completely and to the best of your ability. I will be using 
this work to assess your skills upon your return in the summer. You will also receive a grade for this 
work, so do good work to get off to a good start. You may hand write your work very neatly and skip 
lines so I can give you some constructive feedback, or you may do your work online. 

The Assignments  

1. Speaking: I encourage you to speak Spanish as much as possible (lo más posible) during the 
summer. Talk to family, friends, co-workers, yourself, your pet... 

2. Listening and 3. Writing:  Pick either Option A OR Option B to complete. 

Option A:Watch or listen to 3 Spanish news broadcasts and then write about them. Think about 
what you saw or heard in the broadcast, then write about it answering the questions: What 
happened? Where? When? And Why? Include the web address of the sites or tv channels that you 
choose. Use 8-10 sentences to answer the questions about each of the 3 broadcasts.  

Option B:Go to www.youtube.com and listen to 3 of your favorite songs in Spanish. Pick one that 
you feel strongly about and write 8-10 sentences in which you: - Describe what the meaning of the 



song is, or what you think it’s about. - Describe what you love or hate about it (and why). - Research 
and tell me what you found out about the artist.  

 

4. Reading: You will need access to the internet to do an online reading toward the end of the 
summer. Find an article (in Spanish) about what you think was the most important event of the 
summer. Be prepared to defend your opinion with evidence when you return. 

Find an online article, in Spanish, that you think describes the most significant event of the summer. 
Read the article thoroughly, then plan the argument you will make to the class to convince them that 
this was, indeed, the most significant event of the summer. You must have at least three, logical and 
coherent arguments, and you must cite the article to support your arguments. Please don’t pick an 
article/event that you can’t thoughtfully support with evidence from your article. El artículo: (el título y 
la dirección eletrónica) Los arguentos La evidencia del artículo  

 

El evento 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

El artículo: (el título y la dirección 

Los argumentos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

La evidencia del artículo 



 

5. Grammar: You will do a series of online grammar practices to review and sharpen the basics. 
You may print the exercises and turn them in, or create a table, record your scores and turn it in, 
OR screen shot the exercises and turn them in. Don’t worry about getting a perfect score so much 
as self-assessing which grammar points you still need to work on. You are simply showing me 
evidence that you practiced grammar! 
Do the activities for the following grammar tenses using this website: Spanish Language 
& Culture | Home 

● 1. Present Tense: Regular AR verbs, Regular ER and IR verbs, Stem Changing Verbs 
1, Stem changing Verbs 2, Present Tense Verb Chart  

Present tense:  

http://personal.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/presente_ar.html  

http://personal.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/presente_er_ir.html  

http://personal.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/presente_stem_change.html  

http://personal.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/presente1.html  
http://personal.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/chart_pres.html  

 
● 2. Preterite Tense: Verb conjugation charts: preterite tense 

Preterit tense:  

http://personal.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/chart_pret.html  

http://personal.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/pret_irregtrans.html  
 

● 3. Preterite vs Imperfect : !Superhombre!  

http://personal.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/superhombre.html  
 

● 4. Future Tense: Future Tense Forms  

http://personal.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/future1.html  

http://personal.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/
http://personal.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/


 
● 5. Conditional Tense: Conditional Forms  

http://personal.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/conditional1.html  
 

● 6. Subjunctive Mood: Exercise 1 Subjunctive Forms, Exercise 3 Subjunctive Forms, 
Verb conjugation charts: Present subjunctive 

Subjuntivo
:  

http://personal.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/subj1_forms.html  

http://personal.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/subj3_forms.html  

http://personal.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/chart_pres-subj.html  
 

●  7. Perfect Tenses: Present Perfect Tense, Conditional Perfect Tense.  

Perfect Tenses:  

http://personal.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/pres_perf.html  

http://personal.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/cond_perf.html  

 I understand that summers can be busy. I do not expect that you spend hours on these 
assignments every week. I do expect that you practice your Spanish regularly and 
improve your skills over the summer. The assignment is designed to provide continual 
use of the language all summer long, which in turn, will directly impact your 
performance in the course.  

You may reach me via e-mail over the summer at: 

lacker@huffman.k12.tx.us or via Remind. Join AP4 20-21 by texting 8g4afk to 81010. 
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